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The Third Assessment and Review of the 
Effectiveness of the Cartagena Protocol on 
Biosafety and the Mid-term Evaluation of the 
Strategic Plan for Biosafety
The Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety is a subsidiary agreement to the Convention on Biological Diversity. It aims to 
ensure the safe transport, handling and use of living modified organisms (LMOs) resulting from modern biotechnology 
that may have adverse effects on biodiversity, also taking into account risks to human health. The Cartagena Protocol 
establishes procedures for regulating the import and export of LMOs from one country to another.

In their decision BS-V/16, the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol adopted the Strategic Plan of the Cartagena Protocol 
for the period 2011-2020. In paragraph 4 of the decision, the Parties decided to conduct a mid-term evaluation of the 
Strategic Plan in conjunction with the third assessment and review of the effectiveness of the Cartagena Protocol at the 
eighth meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol. The assessment and review and the mid-term evaluation will 
be done on the basis of a core set of identified needs using information from the third national reports as a primary 
source, the Biosafety Clearing-House and, where appropriate, additional data collected through dedicated surveys.

Key Messages

The Protocol requires the COP-MOP to undertake an evaluation of the effectiveness of the Cartagena Protocol on Bi-
osafety, including an assessment of its procedures and annexes, at least every five years

Work of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety

In preparation for the assessment and review of the Cartagena Protocol and mid-term evaluation of the Strategic Plan, 
the Parties requested the Executive Secretary to collect, compile and analyze information from the third national re-
ports and other sources, and to be submitted the results to the Subsidiary Body on Implementation. The Parties also 
requested the Compliance Committee to provide input into the process in the form of an evaluation of the status of 
implementation of the Protocol in meeting its objectives.

The Subsidiary Body on Implementation was requested to: (i) review the information gathered and analysed by the 
Executive Secretary;  (ii) undertake the third assessment and review of the effectiveness of the Protocol using a core 
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set of identified information needs; (iii) take into account the views of representatives of indigenous and local com-
munities by ensuring their participation in the review process; and (iv) submit its findings and recommendations to the 
Parties to the Cartagena Protocol for consideration at their eighth meeting.

At its eight meeting to be held in Cancun, Mexico, from 4 to 17 December 2016, the Conference of the Parties serving 
as the meeting of the Parties to the Cartagena Protocol will have before it, for its consideration and decision, the results 
of the third national reports and an analysis of the indicators of the Strategic Plan prepared by the Secretariat, as well 
as the findings and recommendations by the Subsidiary Body on Implementation, including input by the Compliance 
Committee and contributions from the Liaison Group on Capacity-Building. 

________________
All information sourced from the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity.

For additional information, please contact: 
Ulrika Nilsson at +1 514 287 8720 or ulrika.nilsson@cbd.int
Johan Hedlund at +1 514 287 6670 or johan.hedlund@cbd.int

Important links

Assessment and Review: http://bch.cbd.int/protocol/issues/cpb_art35.shtml 
Strategic Plan for Biosafety 2011-2020: http://bch.cbd.int/protocol/issues/cpb_stplan.shtml
Monitoring and Reporting: http://bch.cbd.int/protocol/cpb_art33.shtml


